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Have you ever worked on an annual report before?

a) Yes, lots of times!

b) Yes, once or twice

c) Making my first one now

d) Never

Poll Question 1



  

Have you ever had any design training?

a) Yes, I took a class

b) I read a book once

c) No training

Poll Question 2



About the presenter

Mazarine Treyz

Author of The Wild Woman's Guide to 
Fundraising, and an e-course on Annual 
Reports, as well as author and editor of 
many more annual reports! 

She co-founded a nonprofit called the 
Moon Balloon Project in 2005, and has 
fundraised for national, international and 
small nonprofits.

Mazarine Treyz loves to help people write 
better fundraising materials and make their 
cause more urgent to donors

       



  

What You'll Learn Today

    Typography and what it says about your nonprofit

    Graphic design tips to help you look like you hired a designer 
(even if you didn’t!)

     Designing annual reports from a fundraising perspective

     What to include and what to leave out in your annual report

     Graphic design resources and inspiration



  

Annual Report Typography: 
What it says about your nonprofit

My child could've
created this report.

That's hideous!

Impressive. That 
report really captured 

the essence of our 
nonprofit. I bet they 
paid a ton of money 

to get it created.

Wow.
That looks 
amazing!



  

Typography Defined



  

Why should you care about typography?

1) Readability

2) Professionalism

3) Effective 
Communication



  

Readability



  

Readability



  

Professionalism



  

Professionalism



  

Professionalism : The Rule of Thirds

1. Divide your image into nine equal 
parts by two equally spaced 
horizontal lines and two equally 
spaced vertical lines, 
 
2. Important compositional elements 
should be placed along these lines 
or their intersections 
 
3. Aligning a subject with these 
points creates more tension, energy 
and interest in the composition than 
simply centering the subject.



  



  



  

Effective Communication



  

Effective Communication



  

Design Tips
You'll look like you hired a designer
1) You can't build a house without a blueprint.

2) Style Tile

3) Sketching isn't just for artists

4) Let's dig into the details



  

Planning . . .

1) Allows you a 
test environment

2) Becomes a 
time-saver

3) Helps you get 
buy-in from your 
boss, colleagues, 
etc.



  

How do you plan for the design?



  

1) Are Branding/Design Guidelines already 
established?



  

2) Create an inventory

a) Dimensions of photos, final annual report

b) fonts you'll use

c) colors

Adobe Caslon Pro Agenda

Five 4x6 photos Final annual report must be one-sided



  

3) Style Tiles

Type

Colors

Patterns

Adjectives 
that 
describe the 
design style



  

3) Style Tiles

Type

Colors

Logo



  

4) Sketching isn't just for artists



  

5) Meet with your boss often 



  

1) Variety of font sizes and fonts



  

2) Consistency is Key



  

3) Whitespace and Margins are your friends



  

4) A picture is worth a $1,000 for your nonprofit



  

Designing annual reports from a 
fundraising perspective

How can an annual report help you fundraise?

It provides:

1) Donor recognition
2) Stories from programs (helping donors insert 

themselves into your narrative)
3) Programmatic Transparency
4) Financial Transparency



  

Donor recognition



  

Donor recognition
People like me!



  

Donor recognition

Why I give section:



  

Donor recognition

People like me, plus why I give:



  

Stories from Programs

Helping donors insert 
themselves into 
your narrative 



  

Stories from 
Programs

The story of one 
person:



  

Stories from Programs
The story of one person:



  

Programmatic Transparency

#1 reason major donors give:

If the organization has a track record of 
producing measurable results. 



  

Programmatic Transparency

With 
infographics



  

Programmatic Transparency



  

Programmatic Transparency



  

Programmatic Transparency

Here are some linear diagrams showing the FLOW. You can visualize your 
A) Capital campaign this way- or 
B) The flow of people through your programs, or a timeline of your accomplishments
C) The lifecycle of a recycled material in your facility. 



  

Financial Transparency



  

Programmatic Transparency

Divergent and Convergent- Flow occurs when two or more elements collide or 
separate from each other. 

If your education pipeline splits off into different outcomes, you could visualize it this 
way 

If your program processes waste from different sources, you could visualize it this way



  

Financial Transparency

What's better than 
this common pie 
chart?



  

Financial Transparency



  

Financial Transparency

These visualizations show layers, elements that stack and build on each other. You could 
show your financials this way, to show what most money goes to, or how one program’s 
funding builds on another. 



  

Financial 
Transparency



  

Graphic design resources and inspiration

Pinterest is actually really good for this

Old Polish 
movie poster



  

Cover design inspiration

Inspiration for food/hunger  nonprofit
Inspiration for empowerment 
nonprofit-helping people graduate, 
succeed



  

Cover design inspiration

Inspiration for environmental nonprofit-
show what happens when you are not 
there- dead tree branches vs leaves



  

Cover design inspiration

Inspiration for sports nonprofit-could 
this be fun?



  

Cover design inspiration

Here’s something I made



  

Cover design inspiration

No picture of programs? No problem! Do something fun with the typography
What about color blocking?



  

Cover design inspiration

Inspiration for literary nonprofit-drawings or highlighter pen-show how words matter



  

Graphic design resources 
Thinking with Type (book & website)

www.thinkingwithtype.com

http://www.thinkingwithtype.com/


  

Graphic design resources 

Slideology book by Nancy 
Duarte 



  

Graphic design resources 

Presentation Zen book by 
Garr Reynolds



  

Graphic design resources 
Canva (website) with free pro membership for nonprofits!

www.canva.com



  

Graphic design resources 

Unsplash (website)

www.unsplash.com



  

Graphic design resources 

List of 53+ sources for photographs
https://blog.bufferapp.com/free-image-sources-list 

More random inspiration:
https://www.buamai.com/

http://defringe.com/

http://designspiration.net/

http://www.clikclk.fr/

http://butdoesitfloat.com/

https://niice.co/

https://blog.bufferapp.com/free-image-sources-list


  

Graphic design resources 
Myfonts (website)

www.myfonts.com

FontSquirrel (website)

www.fontsquirrel.com

ColorZilla Picker (free browser plugin- to find colors 
in a photo and match them in your fonts)

Also Paletton, which helps you pick complementary 
colors http://paletton.com

http://www.fontsquirrel.com/


  

Pop Quiz!

What action will you take from this webinar today?

1. Try some new fonts with my annual report

2. Look at Canva and see how to make more 
exciting graphics in it

3. Ask a donor if I could highlight them in the 
annual report

4. Something else



  

Next masterclass: Tuesday May 29th, 12-
1pm PT (3-4pm ET)  Advanced Annual 
Reports for Fundraising



  

Finally, join us on Thursday May 31st for 
our Advanced 2018 Annual Report Design 
Trends class, 12-1pm PT (3-4pm ET)



Q&A 

Thank you for coming today! 

Let me know what you're working 
on: 503-206-9669
info@wildwomanfundraising.com

If you'd like to learn EVEN MORE 
about writing and designing annual 
reports, check out my 4 week e-
course on Annual Reports  
http://wildwomanfundraising.com/
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